GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
APRIL 2021

Pastor: Rev. Elten Zerby
Office Hours: Tue. 8am-2pm
& Wed. noon-2pm
Check us out on Facebook,
www.gloriadeilutherankelso.
com or email us at
gloriadei@cni.net

402 Crawford St.
Kelso, WA 98626
(360) 577-1536

IMPORTANT WORSHIP
INFORMATION

Please remember if you want to join us at the in-person service at Gloria
Dei starting Easter Sunday you need to sign up ahead of time - call Dana
Libby's cell # 360-430-7950 and let her know which Easter service you
plan on attending (9:30 or 11:00) and how many will be attending in your
family. It is VERY important to register ahead of time (by 1:00 pm
Saturday before the Sunday you want to attend) we can only have 25 in

PLEASE NOTE THAT ON
SUNDAY'S FROM 4:3010PM NO ONE WILL BE
ALLOWED IN THE
CHURCH.
THERE WILL BE A
DEEP CLEANING

our sanctuary at a time to follow the guidelines and keep each other at a

MACHINE RUNNING

safe distance with masks!!! After Easter we will continue at our regular

TO KILL ALL THE

scheduled service time - 9:30 and you will need to continue to register

BACTERIA IN THE

with Dana to reserve a seat. If you didn't receive a letter with the

AIR. IF YOU HAVE

guidelines and procedures to attend church contact Wendy on Tuesday's
or Wednesday's or Allan Erickson at 360-430-0273 or
allaneerickson@gmail.com and we can email or send you a copy.
Thank you

ANY QUESTION
PLEASE CONTACT
GREG PRICE.

April Birthdays
1st Michael Gramling

18th Candi Engebo

3rd Allan Erickson

18th Dan Libby

4th Ruth Raymen
8th Celina Dotson
9th Samantha Masiarek
11th Chuck Davison
18th Seth Burns

20th Sharon Kaighin
22nd Russ Halverson
26th Arlene King
28th Rocky Little

April Anniversary
12th Greg & Janice Ward
22nd Mike & Stephanie Tugaw

Online Bible Study
Tuesdays at 10 am on Zoom
Greetings! The Tuesday morning
Bible Study just finished up our
study on Matthew. We are taking
the month of March off, and will be
starting back up Tuesday, April 6th, at
10:00am. We are going to be reading "The
Forgotten Books of the Bible: Recovering
the Five Scrolls for Today" by Robert
Williamson Jr. Please let me know if you are
interested in joining us and I will get you the
Zoom Meeting Link. Hope to see you soon.
Cathy Halverson 360-624-5793
catzylhalv@gmail.com

Here is the Easter
Candy guessing game
contest for April. Take a
guess and you could
win aIf Papa
Murphy’s
gift
you have
Susan
card.
Please address
send
Gearheart's
Jackie
your guesses
to:
please
contact the
mrsjackiee@gmail.com
church office to update
by April 15th.
our files.
Good luck!!!

Bill Vaughn
A Memorial will be held on
May 15th for Bill. More
details to come.

Bob Heideman
A memorial will be hld on
May 1st for Bob. More
details to come.

A letter from Pastor Elten Zerby
Dear Friends,
I got my second vaccine and I am delighted about the prospects of
making plans for gathering with friends and family in the coming months.
Worship, travel and public gatherings are all once again within view. I am
in awe of the science and the scientists who made this level of protection
from the Covid virus available to me. Even so, I will continue wearing my
mask whenever I am in a public setting until the CDC gives the all clear. I
will do so because it will help others and it may have some bearing on the
spread of the disease. As I understand it, and admittedly I am not an
expert, there is a possibility of transmission from vaccinated people to
others due to variants and asymptomatic spread. Plus, others may not
know that I am vaccinated and it may help them feel less concerned about
their safety.
In any event, I may not need the mask but others will benefit from me
continuing to wear it when I am out in public. It costs me nothing but a
little inconvenience and, as a good neighbor, I believe it is my civic duty
to wear the mask. There is an even more compelling reason. I am a
Christian man. My faith compels me to come to the aid of my neighbor
even if I am asked to sacrifice something to provide such assistance. How
much more readily I should respond to the needs of others when the
effort to get vaccinated and wear a mask is so small.
Many who are not yet vaccinated are worried and anxious. I shall do my
part to help everyone in our community get safely through these coming
weeks as the vaccine continues to roll out. Please join me in this
nationwide effort to halt this virus and save lives. Get vaccinated when
your turn comes. Continue wearing your mask in public. Practice safe
distancing and sanitation. There is finally a light at the end of this year
long tunnel. Let us all work together to get everyone to the finish line.
Warm Regards,
Pastor Elten A Zerby

If you would like to send in photos for the
newsletter and the website please send them to
gloriadeikelso@gmail.com

G.D. KIDS KORNER
We have had a porch drop for March and for Easter we will be doing a
“You’ve been Egg’d” on Saturday before Easter. We will hide some plastic
eggs in each family’s yard for the kids to hunt and also put a porch bag.
Because of our congregation’s support (financially or otherwise) we get
to do wonderful and spiritual items. We love our kiddos!!!! Thank you to
all who help keep them connected to our Church. Hoppy Easter.
Dana & Jackie

Family Promise schedule for 2021
May 16th - May 22nd
Aug. 15th - Aug. 21st
Nov. 14th - Nov. 20th
Dinner delivery will take place at 5:30 at the Day Center, and
I found it is easier to have split for the families when
delivered.
I will send out the dinner sign up for the week of the 28th by
the end of the week. Please note that I will be out of state
that week, and would love a volunteer to do the grocery
shopping for the week. May require 1 or 2 trips to store
dependent on how much the guests have leftover from the
week before. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me
with questions or concerns 360.430.7950.
Kindest Regards,
Dana

Newsletter
Submissions
If you would like to submit
anything to the newsletter
please email Wendy at
gloriadeikelso@gmail.com
by April 20th

Financial report
Jan.: $2,995.00
February: $2,850.00
March: $4,130.00.00
2021 monthly requirement:

Mission Statement
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a family of baptized believers,
created and chosen by God, united in the body of Christ and
called to serve by the Spirit. We believe our mission calls us to
share the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ through the word
and sacrament, prayer, offering of gifts, welcoming the stranger
and serving others.
Standing Committees and Groups
2nd Sundays: Community
House
2nd Sunday: Council 11am
2021 Church Council Officers are: President: Allan Erickson,
Vice President: Boyd Burns, Treasurer: Jackie Erickson,
Secretary: Dana Libby, Other members are: Jocelyn Price,
Candace Kolberg, Joel Halverson,Terri Reichert, Greg Price,
Peggy Winston, Candi Engebo, Chuck Davison, Seth Burns
(Jackie is also a voting member on council).
Gloria Dei Outreach Programs: Community House, FISH, Pulltabs for Hospice & Box Tops (Education) for Jocelyn, Family
Promise

$9,428.00/mo to meet our
2021 budget is needed
YTD 2021: $9,975.00

New Address
Katie Reichert
2706 Ruhland Ave #2
Redondo Beach, CA 90278

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
SPECIAL CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES FEBRUARY 14, 2021
Present: Allan Erickson, Jackie Erickson, Jocelyn Price, Greg Price, Peggy Winston, Boyd Burns, Seth Burns,
Terri Reichert, Candi Engebo, Chuck Davison; Candace Kolberg, Joel Halverson, and Dana Libby
Guest: Rebecca Shjeven, Bishop’s Associate from Synod
Devotions: Boyd presented poem titled “2020”.
Pastoral Call: Reviewed Congregational Profile. Main purpose is to get to know us as she was not part of our
last call until Pastor Lydia’s installation. Rebecca has been in the Synod office one and half years. She works
primarily with congregations in transition. She is currently working with 11 congregations going through the
Call process. Rebecca talked to Pastor Elten, our profile is not very old so we do not have to re-do, but if we
prefer to start with our 2018 MSP and update that would be sufficient. We would be able to elect a Call
Committee. Allan noted that Elten is very familiar with our congregation and community and he feels that we
will move very deliberately, and probably not until we are able to return to some normalcy.
Boyd asked if Rebecca has any sense of what the count of viable candidates, Rebecca feels the demand is
bigger than the supply for Pastors. Rebecca noted that the summer is usually a higher time of mobility for
hiring. Terri asked if Rebecca sees a candidate that she feels would be perfect for us, if she would notify us.
Rebecca noted that is why she suggested electing a Call committee now, so that if there is a viable candidate
for our congregation, we would be able to move forward. Jackie would like to have a Call committee elected so
that we are ready to move forward if a viable candidate and still take a deliberate process. Chuck concurs with
that idea.
Rebecca asks that we consider two thing while meeting. Look at 1) Mission does our profile mission present a
clear mission? 2) is the Resource that we have for compensation, is it the same as noted on our previous
MSP?
Allan will poll the previous Call committee and see if they would like to continue in their position. Terri
questioned the “Resource” as she thought we did pay more than the first year as Rebecca stated. Seth was
wondering what the compensation package is, and Jackie will review and provide. Boyd and Candi have
requested not to be part of the current Call committee. Peggy asked what is involved in being part of the
committee.
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported receipts for January of $8,329.00, and expenses of $9876.62.
Candace moved and Terri seconded the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Jackie noted
that Property dropped around $4,000 due to the last invoice from Seth for the AV items. Boyd questioned the
Cascade Natural Gas invoice, Jackie will review and respond to Boyd’s question. Discussed thermostat
settings.
Christian Education: January was snowman sensory kits; February was valentine cards for people within the
congregation. Easter plans are underway, one idea, we are going to each kids house and hide eggs in their
yard, “You’ve been egged”.
Property Team: Boyd, last meeting we talked about touring the rental, but it has not been done.

Worship & Music: To make everyone of these services work, it requires four people. No longer have a
children’s message during the service; no flowers, Deborah has volunteered to organize; Celebrates were
locked in the office; looking for key to communion closet.
Allan visited with Elten yesterday, and he would like to see a packet sent to each congregation member
with Easter items for Palm Sunday on March 28th.
Family Promise Outreach: There are three new families living at the Day Center. Our host week starts
February 28th through March 6th. Looking for volunteers as Dana will be out of town most of the week. Asked
Wendy to send out note to congregation newsletter email. In church rotation will not take place until the Fall of
2021 at the earliest. Hilary Dontmix, a 2020 graduate of Family Promise
Old Business:
Oil Tank: The company has received its permit, and test drilling took place on February 8th and 9th.
Annual Report: Wendy still needs the following reports: FISH, Financial Secretary; Memorial, Worship/Music
and Mutual Ministry.
New Business:
Election of Officers:
President: Allan Erickson
Vice President: Terri Reichert
Treasurer: Jackie Erickson
Financial Secretary: Jocelyn Price
Secretary: Dana Libby, and Candi Engebo will take when absent.
Boyd moved that the above slate of officers be approved, Candace seconded and the motion passed
without dissent.
Church Clean Up: A couple of volunteers cleaned up some of the rooms of the church, and put together a list
of items that need refreshing. First priority would be the office and Pastor’s office. Jackie will send a list for
discussion at the next meeting.
2021 CAMP OUT - LAST CALL
The 2021 camp out has been scheduled for August 13-15th at Skamokawa Vista Park. The park has gone to
an online schedule so our typical weekend was already booked. There 4 RV spots and 3 yurts that are open to
schedule, please let her know if you are interested in holding one of the spots. Skamokawa was great to work
with us this year on the cancellations due to COVID, and I so appreciate how good they are to us. I will release
any open spots back to Skamokawa on April 12th.
FAMILY PROMISE 2021 HOSTING SCHEDULE
The weeks assigned to us for hosting during 2021 is as follows:
5/16/21 - 5/22/21
8/15/21 - 8/21/21
11/14/21 - 11/20/21
There is currently one family living at the Day Center: Heather and her 3 month old son, Frank, but this may
change for the host date in May. In May, we will continue with dinner delivery Monday through Friday and
breakfast on Saturday. To supply a meal, we use Sign Up Genius. If you are interested, please contact me
(Dana) on my cell at 360.430.7950, and I will add you to the next sign up that will be sent out two weeks prior
to our week to host.
If you want to provide a meal, dinner is served at 5:30, please take already prepared food (and I found it
easier to have split in non-returnable containers for each family). Food can also be ordered and delivered, but
please let me know so I can communicate with Family Promise so that they know. I appreciate everyone
helping us out!

