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Happy Advent!
I hope most of you have received an Advent/Christmas card from me by now.I apologize
for some of the shaky writing….I was on a plane with turbulence. I wanted to share with you
my excitement for joining our Gloria Dei Community and for this wonderful Advent season of
preparation and joy.
Advent is so special because something wonderful is coming! This something…actually
someone, is so amazing, so awesome and so wonderful that all the heavens and the earth
will fall to their knees in praise of him. This wonderful thing that is coming is actually a baby
boy, lying in a manger.
My excitement for this season might be overwhelming. I know that many people are
feeling a little “blue” this time of year, and especially this year 2021. We thought that Covid
would be leaving but we continue to mask up. This rainy weather is beyond the average and
we are all fatigued. But that is all the more reason to continue the journey until the race is
won.
Philippians 3:12-16 encourages us to continue on in faith. Not that I have already obtained this or
have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind;
and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us hold fast to
what we have attained.
Just imagine, if our redeemer was a football team; we would be shouting with joy in the stands
cheering our team on. But our redeemer isn’t a football team that wins or loses in a fleeting
game.Our redeemer is Jesus Christ, the savior and winner of the whole world. There are no losses,
or bad seasons. Our team, "Team Jesus," wins. That is why this season is so exciting, because
Jesus is coming and we know the end of the story. We have the final victory because of Jesus.
Sure, we may be struggling at the moment, but in the long run, we all win.Our savior is coming and I
can’t wait! Let’s prepare our hearts and minds together.
In joyful expectation,
Pastor Denise

December Birthdays
1st Wes Libby
14th Mary Roundy
5th Lindsey Masiarek 21st Lindy Stuckey
6th Ryan Stuckey
27th Marylou Wellman
10th Jan Thompson

Readers for December
5th- Dana Libby
12th -Deborah Burns
19th- Allan Erickson
26th- Candace Kolberg

If you would like to be a
reader contact Jackie at 360430-7778 with the date you
are interested in.

December
Anniversaries
Dec. 6th Allan & Jackie

Coffee Hour for December

Greeter for December

5th- Halverson
12th- Erickson
19th- No coffee hour
26th

5th
12th- Terri Reichert
19th- Jackie Erickson
26th

Sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex to host coffee
hour or be a greeter.

5:30 Advent
Fellowship &
Dinner

FISH

FISH

5:30 Advent
Fellowship &
Dinner

Return bag for the
homeless camp
deadline

11am Council
5:30 Advent
Fellowship &
Dinner
Community House
No coffee hour
4pm Christmas
program & Dinner

Newsletter deadline

5:30 Advent
Fellowship &
Dinner

Candle Light
Service 8pm

New Years Eve

Merry
Christmas

Kid’s Corner
We have started our Sunday School “Simply Loved” series with the kids after church service each
Sunday.They really seem to be enjoying the music and videos with Savanna the giraffe. She is
teaching them all about God’s love and everything he created in the beginning. I would welcome
others to volunteer to teach a class it is very rewarding and the material is easy to use – contact me if
you can help.
This last Sunday we handed out these fabulous bags for Advent. In them are Advent activity books
with “Eli the Donkey” the donkey Mary rode to Bethlehem. (Which makes him a very reliable
eyewitness, wouldn’t you agree?) The books will make a great family time of stories, crafts and
learning time about the wonder of the first Christmas. I even enjoyed reading the stories and seeing
what fun they will be having together.Maybe you will see one of the stuffed donkeys come to church
with our kiddos.
Parents -If you have any pictures during your time doing these activities, please share with me so we
can put in the newsletter for all of Gloria Dei to see. Thank you to all of you without your support, we
wouldn’t be able to have these great learning experiences available.
We also have started teaching some of the children to acolyte as they get bigger and can handle this
during the service. It is very important to Pr. Denise and myself to have our children feel they are
welcomed and a part of our church family. I was so touched by how excited Rocky Little was to start
learning this important duty. Now how many of you remember Chad his father being our acolyte, am I
getting old????
Jackie Erickson

FISH

Our next days for FISH
are December 6th &
7th. A big thanks to
Dana and Terri for
stepping up and taking
charge this time.
Mary Carter- FISH Chair

New Address:
Nyssa Engebo
2750 NW Harrison Unit 301
Corvallis, OR. 97330

Photos for Church Directory – After church
services on November 28 and December 5,
Carl Winston will be taking pictures of
families or individuals for the church directory
update. If you are unable to come at this
time, please contact Peggy Winston at (360)
423-0481 to arrange another time between
November 28 and December 11. If you
prefer to have them come to your home, that
can be arranged.

If you have Susan

Poinsettias
Jaws Price and
Jackie Erickson
will be taking
donations for
poinsettias to fill
the sanctuary in
December.

For Family Promise
A big thank you for those that helped provide meals for
two small families staying at the Day Center for the
week of November 14th. Our volunteers make it so
easy! I have submitted the months for 2022 that we
would like to host. I will keep everyone updated on the
final weeks when received.

Christmas Program & Dinner
We will be having our Christmas kids program Sunday
December 19 at 4:00. Afterwards we will be having a
hosted dinner about 5. Dana & Jackie will cook &
prepare a Ham dinner (with our masks on and sanitized)
and serve it to each of you so there is very little contact.
Due to potlucks being super spreaders with everyone
bringing items and handling utensils we feel this is the
best way to still be together but as safe as we can be.
We still would like you to decorate tables like we have in
the past but please wear your masks while you
decorate. It is a bit different but also you will get a nice
meal prepared for you and enjoy what the kids have in
store for you. Hope you can join us!!!

2 Riddles
to make you smile
1.Why is Peter Pan always
flying?
Because he Neverlands.
2.You heard the rumor going
around about butter?
Never mind, I shouldn’t spread
it.

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD
your God will be with you
wherever you go.”
Financial report
Jan.: $2,995.00
February: $6,235 .00
March: $7,817 .00
April: $8,664.00
May: $10,738.00
June: $8,963.00
July: $12,006 .00
Aug: $7296.00
Sept: $7,865.00
Oct.:$12,595.00
2021 monthly requirement:
$9,428.00/mo to meet our 2021
budget is needed
YTD 2021: $85,174.00

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES
OCTOBER 10, 2021
Present: Terri Reichert, Jackie Erickson, Allan Erickson, Joel Halverson, Candi Engebo, Candace
Kolberg, Chuck Davison, Peggy Winston, Jocelyn Price, Seth Burns, Boyd Burns, Greg Price and
Dana Libby
Guest(s): Deborah Burns
Devotions: Peggy presented Mathew 6 verses 1-4
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported receipts for September of $7,865.00, and expenses of
$4,024.07. Candi moved and Terri seconded the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.
Still working on the Thrivent transfer of funds. Jackie noted that she is missing a few monthly bills.
Christian Education: Jackie would like to get started again, and has ordered a curriculum (same as
Longview Community). May do porch bags until we are able to have in-person Sunday School.
Property Team: The rental needs quite a bit of work, including plumbing and gutters. Jackie will call
and ask Sessions to look at plumbing. Joel will take care of gutters later this week. Greg and Joel have
looked at outside spigot and may have to go through wall inside downstairs storage room to repair.
May replace with spigot that takes t-wrench to utilize.
Worship & Music: Seth noted that everything is going well. Linda Monahan will play piano on October
31st, Reformation Sunday. Linda mentioned to Seth that she has students that she would like to
provide opportunity to play. Linda is also a Viola player and she would like to play for us as well.
Charlie will join us next Sunday to play. Need a laptop for other AV people to be able to utilize when
Seth is not there. Seth found a MacBook Air for $1,149 that would run the programs that we utilize.
Jackie motioned that we purchase the MacBook as recommended by Seth, Joel seconded, and the
motion passed without dissent. Seth has been working with Pastor Dave at Longview Community
Church in regards to moving to more contemporary music to grow the younger families and satisfying
the older generation who enjoy the traditional music. On November 14th the Community Church will be
hosting a traditional hymn sing along in the afternoon or early evening. Seth also noted that Longview
Community would like to join together with other denominations more. Great discussion ensued. Alan
asked Seth to write a newsletter article for the 14th.
Family Promise Outreach: Next hosting opportunity starts Sunday, November 14th. Community
House hosting is moving to the third Sunday of each month. Right now Chuck and Cheryl cook, and
deliver, but Community House members serve.

Old Business:
Flooring: Jeff Fiskar will install the floor in front of the altar on Tuesday. Boyd, and volunteers will prep for
the work on Monday. Jeff’s price was an estimated $1,100, which was less than the original installer, so
we are still within budget.
Kitchen: Jackie has a person to meet with to discuss changes to the kitchen and receive a quote for an
update.
Pastoral Search: The Call Committee has issued a Call to Pastor Arnold. Pastor Arnold is interested in
becoming a Pastor to Gloria Dei. For 12 years experience, full time salary would be $75,000, 3/4 time
salary would be $54,000. Pastor Arnold would continue to do her teaching at Pierce College through her
contract. Pastor Arnold is interested in having joint services, and confirmation classes. Chuck noted that
the Call Committee had an unanimous vote to issue the call. $4,100 social security income, Pierce
currently provides her medical, retirement would be determined on the final salary. Vacation will be 4
weeks. Pastor Arnold does not feel there would be any conflict with Elten and Paula attending services.
Pastor Arnold has some good ideas regarding children during the service. Pastor Arnold is excited about
the direction that Gloria Dei is moving with the hiring of Seth as musical director. All Sundays preaching,
except possibly the 5th Sunday, one day in office, and all special events. Chuck felt that Pastor Arnold
would participate to ensure that the church would function as it was meant to. Chuck feels that things are
falling into place with having Pastor Arnold even though Pastor Arnold is the first interviewee. Allan noted
that Pastor Arnold does counseling and she has asked if she would be able to provide counseling services
at the church. The Call Committee felt that would be okay. Pastor Arnold was involved in a church
counseling cooperative in the Puget Sound area and she would like to see something like that in our area.
Allan noted that she is a licensed counselor and specializes in grief and PTSD counseling. Allan also
noted that if Pierce College requires her to be on-site, she would no longer be a professor. Two notices, by
email and letter need to go out October 24th would be the congregational meeting. Chuck motioned that
we accept the Call Committee’s recommendation to issue a Call to Pastor Arnold contingent on the
congregational vote, the motion was seconded by Greg. The motioned passed without dissent. Candace
suggested that ballots be mailed out, with self-addressed return envelopes. Chuck would like to include a
summary sheet regarding her qualifications and Council’s discussion. Ballots will need to be returned by
October 31st. Chuck will check with Synod on utilizing Zoom during the congregational meeting.
Investment Committee: Jackie noted that we are still struggling getting the restricted investments
transferred over. We should have the funds this next week.
New Business:
Budget Committee: Dr. Bob Cruz, and Dana are interested in participating.
Coffee Hours: Pastor Elten noted that COVID numbers are dropping and asked if we could resume coffee
hours. Chuck suggested reaching out to Liz Cruz for protocol and if she is okay, Council is okay.

